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2026/27 Budget passed 
The 2026/27 Wiltshire Council budget passed through Council on 24th February (Total  budget £567,000,000)
Where it goes 
For every £100 raised in council tax and business rates, Wiltshire Council spends:
£40 on adult social care
£22 on supporting and caring for young people
£11 on waste management
£8 on maintaining roads and subsidising bus services
£6 investing in roads, schools, and housing
£6 on running the council
£3 on property assets
£2 on online digital services
£1 on leisure and libraries
£1 on economic investment.
Roughly how much Council Tax residents will pay
Band A £1,451.04
Band B £1,692.88
Band C £1,934.72
Band D £2,176.56
Band E £2,660.24
Band F £3,143.92
Band G £3,627.60
Band H £4,353.12
Flooding measurement and warning
Following the recent severe flooding in the Donheads there is a proposal that 4 parish councils should consider group funding a flood measurement station on the Nadder  further upstream of Tisbury in the Donheads. The Donheads currently have no flood warning station. The idea is to agree a proposal and approach the Environment Agency as to cost and procedure Please give it some thought. 
Local Authority SEND DEBT
Government have made their long awaited  announcement on the accumulated Local Authority  SEND debt 
Government will pay off 90 % of the debt built up until the end of 2015/26 in 2028 provided there is a credible plan for future SEND services. 
Local authorities will have to pay off the other 10%. In Wiltshire’s case there is just about enough in the DSG reserve to cover this.
For new deficits arising in 2026‑27 and 2027‑28, government says it will take an “appropriate and proportionate” (but not unlimited) approach, so there is no blanket guarantee those will be written off
Wiltshire Council has also noted the publication of the Government’s new Every Child Achieving and Thriving: Schools White Paper, which sets out national proposals to improve support for children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). 
The council is now reviewing the paper in full and will share more detailed information with families, schools, settings and partners once further guidance has been received from the Department for Education. 
The publication of the White Paper does not mean any immediate changes to current processes or support. All existing services, EHCP arrangements and pathways remain in place.
The proposals outlined in the White Paper are subject to a DfE consultation which closes on 18 May 2026, before a bill is presented to Parliament later this year.

Road maintenance (Tisbury and West Tisbury) 
There has been a remarkable recent deterioration in our roads due to the heavy rainfall. This has exacerbated an already poor situation on our C class and unclassified roads.  I had a meeting with Martin Smith the cabinet member responsible on 18th February to highlight some particular problem areas locally (see below)  Martin Smith listened. We talked about the shortcomings of the MyWilts reporting system. He insisted officers were aware of the importance of local reporting on C class and unclassified roads. He wasn’t clear on how this reporting could be done productively outside of MyWilts. Maybe we just keep shouting. Following this I had a brief discussion with our local highways engineer David Button .  David later responded in writing and his comments are below.
David Button commentary:
1/ The Square Tisbury: This site was inspected last Friday as the focus for a number of pothole apps on the system, including 2 areas in The Square, where traffic slews around the radius of the island. An inspector from outside our area did that inspection to help out with the southern workload and put the defects in as priority 3’s (reinstatement within 28 days), but on talking with my own technician we’ve upped those to priority 2’s, to speed up the reinstatements there.
 
2/ The Avenue Tisbury: This has been on my radar for a while as although the defects there are non-safety critical delamination (older thin layers of surfacing separating from each other), the ride is now fairly rough throughout for this obviously well used route. I looked at this with one of the major maintenance supervisors a week or so ago with a joint intention to put this site in for major maintenance reactive surfacing  as soon as we get a clear window and funding for that. So we’ll do that but it’s likely there will be something of a wait so defects experienced by the public will still need to be put on My Wilts in the interim please.
 
3/ Hazeldone Lane West Tisbury: I inspected and assessed this site again when I met with major maintenance team there last week. The team confirmed that the worst areas of degradation on the lane (outside of Wallmead Farm and at the Wardour and Share Lane end) will be subject to a major maintenance small scheme, likely in the new financial year. Again as with the above, any safety critical defects need to be reported to us in the interim.
 
4/ Road between Billhay Bridge and the Pyt House Tennis Club: I took the major maintenance team there on our roving  area visit as I think this is the worst condition piece of road in the SW, due to an older fragile road surface and continually running spring water from higher ground that uses the road as a route to drain into the River Sem now that the tennis club land is built up and doesn’t permit the natural flood plain that used to exist there. The major maintenance team have agreed that an early small resurfacing scheme is needed here and will do their best to provide that in the new financial year.
 
5/ Court Street Tisbury: Again I looked at this at the same time as the other Tisbury sites with major maintenance and the same applies as for The Avenue, so it will be submitted for a reactive surfacing scheme shortly.
 
The Longer term problem 

I think that we are all aware that we are living with a history of underinvestment in our roads across Wiltshire but especially on C class and Unclassified roads in the South West of the county.

In  previous  years the total capital spend on roads in Wiltshire was this:
(The DfT contribution is highlighted in yellow. Bizarrely in 2 of those years, to balance the budget  the Council chose  to spend LESS capital on maintenance than they were given by DfT!!) As you can see from the figures below  in nett contribution terms Wiltshire Council invested less than Government gave it for roads from 2020 to 2024. 
 

	Fund Type
	2020/21
	2021/22
	2022/23
	2023/24
	2024/25
	2025/26
Projected

	DfT Highways Maintenance (HM) CDEL
	£27,069,000
	£20,727,000
	£20,727,000
	£24,411,000
	25,952,000
	32,283,000

	Local contribution
	-£1,995,000
	-£1,985,000
	£409,000
	 £987,000
	£11,395,000
	£9,200,000

	TOTAL
	£25,074,000
	£18,742,000
	£21,136,000
	£25,398,000
	£37,347,000
	£41,483,000


   

 Future  funding for Highways Maintenance is below:

                                                                 2026/27          2027/28               2028/29            2029/30
 
	TOTAL
	£38,375,000
	£43,682,843
	£46,823,843
	£47,813,642
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