July 2026 – DSM Parish Council Report 

Apologies 
I am unable to attend tonight’s meeting as I must be present at an Area Board meeting in Wyle. As well as missing your meeting I am rather gutted to be missing England’s first knockout game against Congo . I have attached a brief report
Planning Appeal – Land West of The Grove Pub 
You may have heard the Planning Inspectorate has dismissed the appeal submitted by Mr Fear relating to development on land to the west of The Grove pub, thereby upholding Wiltshire Council’s original refusal. As a result, the proposed development will not proceed in its current form. 
The Inspector found that the scheme failed to comply with key planning policies, particularly in relation to flood risk. The concerns raised by Wiltshire Council were considered significant and justified the refusal. The decision is final unless challenged through judicial review on a point of law. 
This outcome was welcomed by many local Ludwell residents who expressed concerns during both the application and appeal stages. It also emphasizes the importance of ensuring that future development proposals are appropriate to local conditions and policy requirements. 
Importantly, the decision reinforces that flood risk is a serious planning consideration affecting areas on both sides of the A30 in Ludwell. The Council will continue to monitor any future applications on this site to ensure community interests are represented. 
 
Shaftesbury Household Recycling Centre – Cross-Border Access 
Discussions are ongoing between Wiltshire Council and Dorset Council regarding potential access for Wiltshire residents to the Shaftesbury Household Recycling Centre. 
A recent meeting between officers has taken place, and further work is underway to assess the available options. Key considerations include projected usage levels, financial implications, and the operational arrangements needed to enable cross-border use. 
No final agreement has been reached at this stage. Updates will be provided as discussions progress. The objective remains to secure a practical and cost-effective solution to improve local access to recycling facilities. 
 
Police and Crime Commissioner – Community Action Fund 
The Community Action Fund has opened and continues to offer grant funding to parish councils, community groups and voluntary organisations working to improve community safety and reduce crime and anti-social behaviour. 
2026 Funding Round 
· Opening date: 22 June 2026 
· Closing date: 17 August 2026 
· Decision timeframe: Late September to early October 
· Grant value: Up to £5,000 (one-year funding) 
Priority Areas 
Projects must align with the Wiltshire and Swindon Police and Crime Plan priorities: 
1. Reducing violence and serious harm 
2. Tackling crimes that matter most to communities (including anti-social behaviour and rural crime) 
3. Improving outcomes for victims and reducing reoffending 
Previous funding has supported initiatives such as youth diversion schemes, neighbourhood safety projects, and community engagement activities. 
Parish councils and local organisations are encouraged to consider applying where projects meet these priorities. 
 
New Guidance on Roadside Signage 
Wiltshire Council has issued updated guidance on the use of roadside signage for local events and community notices. https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/signs-and-advertising-on-highways
 The guidance sets out: 
· What types of signage are permitted 
· Where signage can be placed 
· When permissions may be required 
The aim is to improve consistency across the county, reduce street clutter, and ensure that signage does not create hazards for road users or pedestrians. 
Notably, event organisers are no longer required to submit signage schemes for approval, provided they comply with the published guidance. 
All parish councils and event organisers are advised to familiarise themselves with the new rules to avoid enforcement issues and ensure compliance with highway safety standards. 
 
Wiltshire Council Budget Position (2025/26 Outturn) 
Wiltshire Council has delivered its first budget under the current administration broadly on target, reporting a year-end underspend of approximately £800,000. 
This represents a strong financial outcome given ongoing pressure, particularly in: 
· Adult Social Care 
· Children’s Services 
· Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) 
The improved position reflects tighter financial management and a significant improvement on earlier forecasts, which had indicated a potential overspend. 
The underspend is expected to support priority areas, particularly Children’s Services, where demand pressures remain high. 
While financial challenges continue, this outcome strengthens the Council’s resilience and supports continued investment in frontline services aligned with the priorities in Our Wiltshire Plan. 
A successful VAT appeal to HMRC produced a one off windfall of £3.8 million. This was not used to increase reserves in Adult care and SEND . 

