Donhead St Mary Parish Council Report September 2026 Cllr Gerry Murray Planning Policy Changes 
There are several very important planning changes made in the last few weeks  which PCs need to be aware of. 
New NPPF
The Government has published the revised National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). This is more than a routine update; it represents a substantial restructuring of national planning policy and further strengthens the presumption in favour of development in many circumstances. Alongside the new National Scheme of Delegation (see below), these reforms are likely to have significant implications for both the role of local councils and the influence communities can exercise over future development proposals.
 Changes to Planning Decision-Making 
The Government's National Scheme of Delegation will come into effect on 31 October 2026 and will significantly change the way planning applications are determined. Under the new arrangements, local councillors will no longer have the ability to call planning applications in to committee for determination. Instead, applications will fall into two broad categories: Schedule 1 Applications - Mandatory Officer Decisions These must be determined by planning officers and cannot be referred to committee.
 They include:
 • Householder applications 
• Minor residential developments of up to nine dwellings 
• Minor commercial developments
 • Discharge of conditions and other routine planning matters 
Schedule 2 Applications – Presumed Officer Decisions
 Larger applications will also normally be determined by officers unless both the Chief Planning Officer (or nominated senior officer) and the Chair of the Planning Committee agree that the proposal raises significant planning, economic, social or environmental issues. While major developments may still be considered by elected members in some circumstances, the presumption is now firmly in favour of officer determination. Wiltshire Council is required to implement these changes and is currently considering how the new arrangements will operate in practice.
I want to emphasise that while I can no longer call most applications into committee I am still at liberty to talk to Wiltshire planners directly on behalf of the parish council or individual residents.
Freight action plan consultation 
Given past comments about HGV lorries on Dennis Lane and A30 I thought I should draw your attention to this.  
Wiltshire Council is launching a consultation on a new Freight Action Plan, which sets out how freight and heavy goods vehicles (HGVs) should be routed across the county. The consultation opens on 26 August and runs until 23:59 on 23 September. The plan aims to support the efficient movement of goods across Wiltshire while promoting the use of appropriate freight routes, helping to minimise impacts on local communities, improve road safety and protect the environment.
Residents, businesses, freight operators, parish and town councils and community groups are encouraged to take part at https://wiltshirefreight.commonplace.is/
Local plan Consultation : Call for sites
This important matter is on your agenda.
